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ID Card of the organization 

Roma Rights Forum” ARKA” is a non-government, non-
partisan and non-profit organization established and registered 
in November 1998 under the Register of associations of 
citizens and foundations at the First-instance Court in 
Kumanovo. ARKA is founded by a group of Roma freedom 
enthusiasts and fighter. 
The main mandate of organization is the promotion and 
protection of the civil , political, economic, social and cultural 
rights of Roma and other ethnic minority groups, as well as, the 
promotion and enhancement of multi-ethnic relationships. 

We, as the bridge of the people to the rest of the world, will advance 
the protection and promotion of the general rights of all individuals 
with pride, professionalism, leadership and  compassion through the 
following : 
-Provision of free legal help; 
-Monitoring and attendance in court trials and procedures; 
-Information gathering and dissemination; 
-Advocacy, lobbying and campaigns; 
-Improvement and development of multi-ethnic relationships; 
-Development of civil society; 
-Stimulating and financing initiatives for protection of human rights. 

Field of activities 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organizational structure 
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HUMAN RIGHTS SUPPORT PROJECT 

 

�Staff 

Activities 

Project Title: And you also have rights  
 
Main project goal: Providing free legal help to alleged 
victims of  police abuse by the police officers to MoI  in their 
official duties as well as initiating legal and institutional 
reforms for more effective protection of human rights in 
regards of police treatment. 
 
Target group  : Citizens of the Republic of Macedonia 
 
Activities : Conducting interview with the alleged victim, 
collecting and completing of  relevant evidences for police 
abuse , submitting Complaints to PSU  (Sector for Internal 
Control and Professional Standards to MOI), as well as 
applying Complaint  to the Ombudsman office  and Criminal 
application to the Elementary Public Prosecution.  
 
Partnership:   
Coalition ”All for Fair Trial” to Skopje; 
”Center for Democratic Development& Initiative” to Tetovo; 
 “CHOICE” to Strumica  and  
 “Center for Citizens Initiatives” to Prilep. 
 
Project Colaborators : 
Ombudsman office  representative person,  
PROXIMA EUPOL Mission,  
Sector for Internal Control and Professional Standards  to 
MOI and  
Elementary Public Prosecution office.  
 
Project Results:  ARKA has thirty four (34) registered cases 
of the police abuse. Three (3) of them in trial finalization. 
 
Donor:  This project is financed by OSCE –Spillover Monitor 
Mission to Skopje. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Citizens Education 

�
�

Project Title: “Your Rights in the Police Treatment ” 
 

In March 2005, Roma Rights Forum”ARKA” was chosen as a NGO 
whose main mission is the protection and promotion of human rights 
and basic freedoms to implement “Your Rights in Police Treatment” 
a project realized through an informative campaign in Kumanovo 
and Lipkovo regions. The Lead organization in the project realization 
was ARKA with cooperative support  by other two organizations 
involved in the same project. 
 

     This project was under support of OSCE Mission to Macedonia. 
     The  project  conducted  ten (10) in formative workshops in :  
     Kumanovo, Opae,  
     Lopate, Lipkovo, Vaksince, Sopot, Nikustak, Matejce, Otjla and Ara 
     cinovo. The project has had great access by the local  
     population through the educative workshops.  
 

2.Project Goals: 
Education for citizens about their rights and obligations in police 
treatment helping them increase their knowledge level about their 
own human rights and relevant legal mechanisms in police abuse. 
 
3.Activities : 
 

��������The project activities were divided in three (3) key phases: 
�

��Phase 1: Preparatory Phase 
 -Phase 2: Project Implementation 
 -Phase 3: Evaluation 
�
4.Expected Results : 
-Increased awareness of the citizens about their rights and 
obligations through police treatment; 
-Improved relations between citizens and police officials; 
-Improved  confidence of the citizens  in  the legal system. 

Staff 

Activities 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Project Title:  Project for Acquiring Citizenship for Roma 
Project Timeframe : April 01, 2005- February 28, 2006. 
Project Goals and Objectives : Reducing number of Roma people who 
are without citizenship in Macedonia. 
Target Group : Roma settlements and Roma individuals who need to 
legalize their residence or to become citizens in the Republic of 
Macedonia. 
Activities : In 2005, RRF”ARKA” with financial help by ABA/CEELI , made 
efforts to provide help to the Roma population to become citizens of the 
Republic of Macedonia. With Amendments and additions to the Law on 
Citizenship it was temporarily easier under Article 14 to acquire 
citizenship. This Amendment  expired on March 02, 2006.  
ARKA members together with the project staff  of ABA/CEELI worked 
intensively with the project beneficiaries. They worked separately with 
every potential applicant for citizenship through providing free advice and 

Project Title: Legal office for protection of refugees, seekers of asylum 
and people without citizenship 
 
Project Beneficiaries: Refugees from Kosovo and people without citi 
zenship 
 
Activities: In 2005, “Roma Rights Forum ARKA” through  the project 
implementation has  provided free legal help to  refugees who live in the 
Republic of Macedonia as well as people without their citizenship. 
ARKA members, together with the law office in the organization, have 
been working on an individual basis with all potential applicants for 
citizenship in  providing  financial and legal help, especially for applicants 
who fulfilled  the terms of Article 14 in the Law on Citizenship.  
�Project results:  Through  project implementation ARKA provided  free 
legal and financial help to 399 people without citizenship. �For some, the 
process of obtaining citizenship is finished. The rest of the cases are in 
process. As a result of ARKA`s activities we realized the need to continue 
helping individuals and families in collecting documentation as a basis of 
obtaining other human rights. 
In 2005, ARKA with financial support from UNHCR,  provided free legal 
help to refugees in resolving their citizenship status as well as providing 
and delivering humanitarian aid (hygienic packets) and New Years  gifts 
to the children of the displaced  families in Kumanovo.   
�Donor : UNHCR 
 

Staff 

Activities 

Refugees, seekers of asylum and people without citizenship 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Incomes In MKD for 2005 

 
 
 
Realized projects in 2005 

��
Project: Office for protection of rights of the refugees    Donor: UNHCR                                

���������
Project: Human Rights Support Project Donor: OSCE 

�		��	
��
Project for obtaining citizenships for Roma Donor: ABA/CEELI 

������
��
Project: I am citizen in the world too Donor: Norwegian Embassy 

�
��	
	��
Project: Your Rights in the Police Procedure Donor: OSCE 

������
��
Project: Your Rights in the Police Procedure Donor: Center for Institutional Development 

		
�


��
Total Income 

�����������
Expenses 

��
Honorarias 

	���
������
Activities 

�����	���
Current expenses(electricity, water, rental, tel) 

����	
���
Transport Costs 

���������
Office materials 

Financial Report  
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Total Expenses 
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Balance 
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Project Title: “Citizens Advisory Center”  
 
 
Main Project Goals: 

Improving  social-economic situation of Roma ; 
Contributing on an equal bases to a civil society; 
 

Programs aims: 
      -Providing an objective bases for citizens to have an influence on authority; 
      -Contributing to the dissolution of prejudices and negative stereotypes of Roma 
 population in the Republic of Macedonia. 
 

Project Objectives: 
Identifying cases of human rights violence ; 
Representing and attending of trial outcomes/results; 
Preparing informative materials; 
Training of  Roma population in field of human rights; 

 
Project Beneficiaries: 
Roma population in the Republic of Macedonia, as well as marginalized groups of 
population in the country. 
 
Activities:  

Conducted ten (10) educative workshops ; 
Educated over than 500 Roma people about human rights; 
Visited many states institutions in  the following cities: Kumanovo, Kriva 

Palanka, Kratovo and Sveti Nikole; 
Helped  Roma people in writing and fulfilling documents about Roma 

problems and needs in their usual living; 
Cooperating with all state institutions and working together to resolve the 

problems of the  project beneficiaries.  
 
Project Results: 
Through the  implementation of the advisory office we were able to provide 
assistance to more than 300 clients requesting a variety of  services. 
 

Citizen Advisory Center 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


