
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

      

 

1.1. The case of Julijana Asanovska 

Mrs. Julijana Asanovska addressed the Roma Right Forum “ARKA” for help. She is employed as a nurse at 

Medical Center of Kumanovo. 

The Roma Rights Forum “ ARKA” with the help of Balkan Trust Democracy started with 

permanent following of the situation of the Roma in Macedonia  , making  monthly reports 

distributed to all relevant institutions and Non-Governmental Organizations which take 

care for the protection of the human rights. The project will be in touch with the 

Institutions and will inform them  and the medias about cases with elements of offending  

the human rights. 
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The Basic Court Skopje 2 acting on the legal work of the plaintiff Julijana Asanovska from Kumanovo  

against the defendant JZO “Clinical Center” OE Clinical diseases- Ophthalmology for compensation ( 

causing total blindness on one eye as a result of  surgical intervention) in the hearing of the day 01/09 

2009  and passed the following decisions: 

The complaint of the plaintiff Julijana Asanovska from Kumanovo against the defendant JZO “Clinical 

Center” Skopje OE Clinical Diseases- Ophthalmology   Skopje for compensation worth 600,000 U.S. is 

considered withdrawn.  

The explanation reads: Together with the complaint it is not submitted a proof that a fee is paid for 

filling the complaint or a lawsuit within 15 days since it was filled. Such a solution does not ground for 

the fact that the plaintiff Julijana Asanovska through her proxy handed over the submission together 

with an original deposit slip as a tax for complaint in the amount of 12.500 denars.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



It is elusive such a decision by the Basic Court Skopje 2 , and it directs the abuse of  duty by the judge 

who brought it. The plaintiff has expressed doubts about discrimination on national basis. 

Roma Rights Forum “ ARKA” considered that the judge from the Basic Court Skopje 2, has abused her 

duty under the Law on Judicial Services Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia , number:98/08 from 

04/08/2008, Article 52, paragraph 1, line 1 and requires competent institutions to investigate and take 

appropriate action against the offender. The submission of Julijana Asanovska should be accepted and 

should be allotted to another judge. 

  

 

 

 

 

2.1.   102 Apartments are allocated to homeless people in Skopje 

               The Ministry of Transport and Communications accomplished the projected annual program for 

construction and maintenance of housing as part of the housing policy of the Government of Republic of 

Macedonia. These houses were allotted to people with unregulated housing issue and they were chosen 

by electronic distribution held on November 9th, 2009. 

              According to the statistics 719 endangered persons applied, 111 were orphans from the 

orphanages in Macedonia, 8 of them were persons affected by natural disasters, 316 single parents, 161 

beneficiaries of social assistance and 24 persons from the Roma population. 

              112 flats were allocated to people. These flats are located in Skopje, in the settlement Gjorce 

Petrov. 97 apartments were given to orphans because according to the Council of Europe they are 

identified as the most vulnerable social group, 1 apartment was given to beneficiaries of social 

assistance and 1 to the beneficiaries of financial assistance .The single parents with minor children were 

given 3 apartments. 

              The Minister of Transport and Communications Mile Janakievski announced that he feels sorry 

for those who applied but have not received an apartment. He also stated that they would have the 

same opportunity in 2011 and 2012 when at least 15 buildings will be built with 800 apartments 

throughout Macedonia.1 

              Those who got the apartments were immensely happy, the others who did not get an apartment 

were very angry and they think it was not fair to give them hope to apply when it was already known 

which social groups will get the apartments. The costs for applying are about 100 Euros for attorneys 

and notary fees, and this is too expensive for   people who are socially endangered and their income as a 

social benefit is very small. 

2.Housing 



             “There is nothing wrong in it to allocate housing to children without parents, but I think there 

should be a special competition for them”-said one of the applicants, Fatmir Reka from Skopje, who fell 

from the narrow circle of persons who had the opportunity to obtain housing. 

              We welcome the Government’s policy for the construction and allocation of residential facilities 

for socially endangered persons in these conditions of economic crisis. But still we believe that the 

electronic distribution is not equitable. 24 persons from the Roma population applied to the completion 

for allocating housing but none of them got an apartment, so it seems that these people are not taken 

into account. 

              Among this social group probably there are persons who are most endangered and the principle 

of electronic turning is not adequate to meet the needs of those who desperately need a shelter. It is 

planned another allocation of 800 apartments till 2012 and the electronic distribution should be 

conceptualized differently, so that part of the persons from the Roma population would have a safe 

opportunity to enter the inner circle of those who will get the housing. This should be governed by the 

Ministry of Transport and Communications in the way that they should clarify the participation of 

various social categories (children without parents, people affected by natural disasters, single parents, 

beneficiaries to social assistance and persons from the Roma population) in the distribution so that all 

social groups are fairly represented. 

   

2.2. The Death of the Homeless Man 

Despite the agreement that the Government signed to implement the activities provided in the Decade 

of the Roma to improve the situation of Roma in the area of housing in Macedonia, there are still cases 

of death of the Roma who are homeless. 

Dzemal  Ademi (52)from Kocani was found dead at the City Market on November 4th. His lifeless body 

covered with old blankets was found by the passersby .According to the information received from the 

citizens of Kocani the deceased has lived many years in a neglected entry of the market square building. 

The deceased was known as a good man who most of his life spent with the people of the market. The 

case was reported to police and after examination by a doctor from the hospital the death of the 

homeless was confirmed, which according the initial findings it was not a violent death because on his 

body there are no traces of violence. Further investigation should determine the reasons and the 

circumstances under which the death occurred. 

Such cases will continue to occur until the institutions of the state do not take serious steps in 

implementing the signed agreement by which they are obligated to improve the situation of the Roma 

with the problem of housing. The most vulnerable population in this part is absolutely the Roma 

population that has the least economic power to improve the situation in providing better conditions for 

living. The institutions and the state should take steps that will improve this situation with this 

population through its programs for the allocation of social housing in the state. 

  



 

 

 

 

3.1 Penalties for untimely registration of children in the home book of birth 

In the past 4 years, the Roma Right Forum “ARKA” actively worked on the problem of documentation 

and registration of unregistered Roma children, which is a long term problem and it requires legal 

tolerant treatment with concessive circumstances for its quick and effective solution. 

Lately, several NGO’s from Macedonia with the support of UNICEF and UNHCR are involved in the action 

of finding a bigger number of unregistered children in the territory of the country with a given promise 

and support by the Interior Ministry that those who haven’t finished the enrollment  yet would not be 

punished. While giving support for solving the problems quickly on the other hand it submits 

misdemeanor charges for the persons who haven’t registered their children in the legal deadline 1 in the 

home book of birth (4 cases registered in Kumanovo). This fully sabotages the action and the parents no 

longer want to register the children because they are afraid of the punishment. 

We consider that MVR should inform the tellers about this case of registration of children and facilitate 

the action for rapid completion of this problem which is also the priority of the country. 

  

 

 

 

 
 
4.1. Bair asks for help of various viruses 
  

The Roma settlements are under the strike of the swine flu global pandemic. Residents of the village 

Bair, located on the outskirts of Bitola are worried that they would be affected by this disease. The main 

causes are poverty and lack of basic hygienic living conditions. In this village live around 4000 Roma in 

impromptu cardboard dwellings, no asphalt, water and drainage, feces flow through the muddy streets 

and all this lead that the village could become the center of the swine flu. Nezdet Mustafa, the minister 

without portfolio and coordinator of the strategy for the Decade of Roma in Macedonia, visited the 

village, met with the residents and expressed concern over the situation of the Roma people. He 

declared that he will convey the impression of the terrain to the Government in order to find additional 

solutions and take concrete measures to resolve the problem. He announced the urbanization of the 

3. POLICE CASES 
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village, stressing that the Government has provided 18 million for improving I the infrastructure, 

asphalting the streets and regulating the problem of water and sanitation. 

 For 2011 the Government has secured funds from the budget and international donations to remove 

these substandard dwellings in the village and instead to build houses for the homeless Roma people. 

The minister Mustafa stressed that he has signed a memorandum with 18 mayors from the state 

including the mayor of Bitola, Vladimir Taleski, and this provides that 25% of the budget will be used for 

the Roma. With the urbanization of the village not only the way of life will be changed but also the 

relationship between the Roma and the other ethnic groups. 1 

 The promises of the mayor sound reliable but the danger that threatens the village should be solved 

immediately. Preventive measures must be undertaken by the competent ministries and institutions 

before the disease ravages the village. The Ministry of Health should make vaccination of the population 

and also it should provide basic hygienic conditions in order to prevent emergence and spread of the 

pandemic. 


